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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 



Claim 1 . \ (Currently amended) An alert control method in telephone equipment having 
an alert function, comprising the steps of : 

a) -storing\^ime data related to a name of a person to communicate with in a phonebook 
database; 

b) -determinin^based on the time data whether a predetermined time interval has 
elapsed without communicating with the person; and 

c) -alerting when it fs determined that the predetermined time interval has elapsed 
without communicating withuie person. 

Claim 2. (Currently amended^ The alert control method according to claim 1 , wherein 
the time data comprises is a last-communication time of day at which communication with 
the person was made last. 



Claim 3. (Currently amended) The alert control method according to claim 2, wherein 
the determining step (b) comprises the steps of ^ 

b.l) r eading a current time of day from a timer; 

tr2)-calculating an elapsed time from the last\communication time of day to the 
current time of day; and 

b^determining whether the elapsed time exceed^the predetermined time interval. 



Claim 4. (Original) The alert control method according to\claim 2, wherein 

the last-communication time of day is initially set to a time of dajAwhen data related to the 
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person is registered into the phonebook database. 

Claim>§. (Original) The alert control method according to claim 2, wherein 
the last-c^nmunication time of day is updated each time communication with the person is 
terminated 

Claim 6. (Original) The alert control method according to claim 1 5 wherein 
the predetermined time interval is arbitrarily determined depending on a user's instruction. 




Claim 7. (Currently Wended) The alert control method according to claim 1, wherein 
the alerting of the step (c) is^erformed by driving at least one of a speaker, a vibrator, and a 
display. 



Claim 8. (Currently amended) Vn alert control method in telephone equipment having 
an alert function, comprising the steps W : 

^-storing a last-communication tmie of day related to a name of each of a plurality of 
persons to communicate with in a phonebopk database; 

b)-dividing the plurality of persons into a plurality of groups; 

e)-determining a before-alert time interval for each of the groups, wherein the before- 
alert time interval is a time interval during which Communication with the person is not made 
before alerting; 

d^-determining whether the before-alert time in^rval has elapsed after the last- 
communication time of day; and 
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\ e)-alerting when it is determined that the before-alert time interval has elapsed after 
the last-communication time of day. 

Claim 9. \ (Original) The alert control method according to claim 8, wherein 

the last-communication time of day is initially set to a time of day when data related to the 

person is registered into the phonebook database. 

Claim 10. (OrigiW) The alert control method according to claim 8, wherein 

the last-communicationVime of day is updated each time communication with the person is 

terminated. \ 

Claim 1 1 . (Currently amended) An alert control method in telephone equipment having 
an alert function, comprising the steps of : 

a) -a storing time data related\p a name of a person to communicate with in a 
phonebook database; \ 

b) -storing an alert-inhibition time period during which alert is inhibited; 
e)-determining based on the time datk whether a predetermined time interval has 

elapsed without communicating with the person: 

d) -alerting when a current time of day fall-out of the alert-inhibition time period and 
it is determined that the predetermined time interval nas elapsed without communicating with 
the person; and \ 

e) -inhibiting alert when the current time of day fallV into the alert-inhibition time 
period even if it is determined that the predetermined time interval has elapsed without 
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Claim ^2. (Original) The alert control method according to claim 11, wherein 

the time data is a last-communicating time of day at which communication with the person 

was made ihst. 

Claim 13. (Currently amended) The alert control method according to claim 11, wherein 
the alerting of the ste p (d) is performed by driving at least one of a speaker, a vibrator, and a 
display. \ 

Claim 14. (Currently amended) The alert control method according to claim 13, wherein 
inhibiting comprises , in the st e ro ( e ), an audible alert by the speaker and/or the vibrator is 
inhibited and a silent alert on thexiisplay is permitted. 

Claim 15. (Currently amended) The alert control method according to claim 1, further 
comprising th e st e ps of : \ 

d) -storing an alert list containing persons targeted for alert; and 

e) -displaying the alert list in form of a menu on a display so that a desired one is 
selected from the alert list to make a call to the deWed one. 



Claim 16. (Currently amended) The alert control method according to claim 8, further 
comprising the steps of : \ 

^-storing an alert list containing persons targeted for Mert; and 
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\ g^-displaying the alert list in form of a menu on a display so that a desired one is 
seleckd from the alert list to make a call to the desired one. 

Claim 17.\ (Currently amended) The alert control method according to claim 1 1 , further 
comprising tlic steps of : 

^-storingvan alert list containing persons targeted for alert; 

g)-displaying the alert list in form of a menu on a display so that a desired one is 
selected from the aleirdist to make a call to the desired one. 

Claim 18. (Currently amended) A telephone apparatus having an alert function, 
comprising: \ 

a phonebook database for\toring time data related to a name of a person to 
communicate with; and \ 

a controller for determining based on the time data whether a predetermined time 
interval has elapsed without communicating with the person and starting the alert function 
when it is determined that the predeterminedNtime interval has elapsed without 
communicating with the person. \ 

Claim 19. (Currently amended) A telephone apparatus having an alert function, 
comprising: \ 

a phonebook database for storing a last-communication time of day related to a name 
of each of a plurality of persons to communicate with, wherein the plurality of persons is 
divided into a plurality of groups; and \ 
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controller for determining a before-alert time interval for each of the groups, 
wherein the before-alert time interval is a time interval during which communication with the 
person is not made before alerting, determining whether the before-alert time interval has 
elapsed after tne last-communication time of day, and starting the alert function when it is 
determined that tfye before-alert time interval has elapsed after the last-communication time of 
day. 



Claim 20. (Currently amended) A telephone apparatus having an alert function, 
comprising: 

a phonebook database\£or storing time data related to a name of a person to 
communicate with; 

an alert-inhibition timetabl^storing an alert-inhibition time period during which alert 
is inhibited; and 

a controller for determining bas^d on the time data whether a predetermined time 
interval has elapsed without communicating with the person, starting the alert function when 
a current time of day falls out of the alert-inhibition time period and it is determined that the 
predetermined time interval has elapsed withourscommunicating with the person, and 
inhibiting alert when the current time of day falls into the alert-inhibition time period even if 
it is determined that the predetermined time interval ft^s elapsed without communicating with 
the person. 



Claim 21 . (New) The method of claim 1, wherein the stoting time data is in response to 
termination of a call to the person. \ 
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Claim 22. ^ew) The method of claim 8, wherein the storing of a last-communication 
time of day is in response to termination of a call to the person. 

Claim 23. (New) TheYpparatus of claim 18, wherein the phonebook database stores the 
time data in response to termination of a call to the person. 




Claim 24. (New) The apparattte of claim 20, wherein the phonebook database stores the 
time data in response to termination of a call to the person. 



